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It is with pride that we look back on our company’s history, which
spans some 170 years and during which the development of our
lead crystal factories has become a symbol of the stability of a
company that has undergone organic growth. We are committed
to acting on a day-to-day basis with visions that are as forwardlooking as possible, without losing sight of either the ancient
traditions of glassmaking or the current trends and changes of our
time. It is a very fine line that we tread, since entrepreneurial spirit
for us means both taking risks and exploring new territory and also
taking into account all economic and social factors, bound together
by an unwavering loyalty to our employees and our customers.
At Nachtmann, we have endeavoured to do business in this way for
over 5 generations, and we look confidently towards a future which,
with its challenges and successes, will allow us to grow even more.
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Thoughts on the brand
Crystal clear — flawless
lead crystal under the lens.

We regard ourselves as the protectors and keepers of ancient guild
traditions, but also as a company with a firm focus on the future.
Nachtmann owes its top position on the market and in society to the
combination of economic spirit, craftsmanship and artistic passion,
state-of-the-art technology and not least a well-developed sense of
responsibility for people and the environment.
These four pillars form the basis of continued development and
have been influencing our corporate culture for 170 years.
Whether it be classical, sensual luxury or modern creations — the
finish and shape of our lead crystal products always highlight
the company’s many years of experience and our special feel for
the material in a particularly appealing way.
Each individual piece that leaves our factory, be it produced by
hand or by machine, is intended to make day-to-day life that little
bit more beautiful, with its sparkle and grace. With our luminary
creations, we want to make life that little bit more beautiful, magical
and radiant.
The Nachtmann brand is crystal design marked by the tradition of
glassmaking, designed with inspiration and traditional style.
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A look at our history
1834
Glassmaker Michael Nachtmann founds the company F. X.
Nachtmann. Initially, the company manufactures its products at its
Unterhütte site near Herzogau in the Bavarian Forest, Ödhütter
near Furth im Wald and Seebachhütte near Eisenstein, in Bavaria.

Individualists, perfectionists and experts—the glassmakers of Nachtmann.

1900
Zacharias Frank takes over the company and moves the headquarters to Neustadt an der Waldnaab, the present company
headquarters.

1945
Nachtmann rebuilds the partially-destroyed production facilities and
restarts lead crystal production in Neustadt and Riedlhütte.

1983
The foundations are laid for the third, state-of-the-art lead crystal
facility in Weiden.
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1990
Nachtmann Group acquires the tradition-steeped Spiegelau crystal glass factory.

Productivity and continuity — the philosophy of
success for 5 generations.

1991
Nachtmann enters into a production cooperation agreement with
Rosenthal AG, Selb, by founding the Amberg GmbH crystal glass
factory. Nachtmann will be in charge of technical and commercial
management.

1995
F. X. Nachtmann Crystal AG takes over Rosenthal AG’s shares in the
Amberg crystal glass factory and has held a capital share of almost
90 % since July 1997.

2001
Certification as a company with mechanisms in place to provide
comprehensive environmental protection (as per DIN ISO 14001).

2004
on 17 September, Riedel Glas takes over 100% of the shares of
the Nachtmann Crystal AG.
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RIEDEL GLASS WORKS

Georg Riedel, Owner/Management

Maximilian Riedel, CEO-Riedel USA

The tradition of glassmaking
Glass is a fascinating material. It is mysteriously transparent, exciting, sparkling and enormously versatile. It is a material that fires
the imagination and simply begs to be processed in as many different ways as possible. In addition to automated manufacturing
processes such as pressing and mechanical blowing, Nachtmann
primarily also preserves the traditional art of glassmaking, where
glass is blown by mouth.

Between craftsmanship
and art — the sensitive
work of a glass grinder.

With the highly differentiated and labour-intensive “Bohemian
method” of goblet glassmaking, the glassmaker’s pipe first picks
up a small volume of glass. This is rolled on an iron slab and then
blown by mouth, the result is a small ball, known as the blown post,
which is formed on the blowpipe and then cooled down. This
blown post is then used to take up the amount of glass required
for the piece being worked. After a brief shaping process with a
wet wooden trowel and constant turning, the mass of glass is inflated into the desired shape. The glass rod for the stem and the
baseplate are then made.
Nachtmann’s glassmakers create glass articles of exceptional quality
using this method, which has not changed in 2000 years. Tumblers,
goblets, vases, dishes and glass used for lighting — all of them
individual works of art which would be impossible or economically
unviable to produce mechanically, due to their varied shape or
minimal quantity.
Using this centuries-old technique in a contemporary and exciting
way unleashes tremendous design potential, since it accommodates
popular wishes for individualism and the creation of lasting values.
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In the beginning, there are the raw materials— quartz sand, lead oxide, potash,
etc. These are the basic ingredients of
the sophisticated art of glassmaking.

To manufacture particularly attractive
cased crystal, small coloured glass dishes
known as “colour cup” need to be made
in advance.

The cased crystal is created by blowing
glass bubbles into the “colour cup”.
Before this can be done, the coloured
glass dishes first need to be heated in
the kiln.

The body resulting from the blow
mould is created through constant blowing with the mouth and simultaneous
turning.

Once the pipe has been separated, the
glass body, which is still at around 500 °C,
is placed into the cooling kiln and cooled
down to room temperature.

Check, check and check again — at the
end of the cooling conveyor, each
article is subjected to a meticulous
quality check, including measurements.

Essentially, nothing has changed in
the manufacture of glass since the
glassmaker’s blowpipe was “invented”
around two thousand years ago.

By alternately turning, blowing and shaping with a wet wooden trowel, the glass
mass is distributed evenly over the pipe.

At around 900 °C, the glass mass is
blown into a mould made of cast iron
or wet wood.

The only way to allow the true brilliance
of lead crystal to shine to its fullest is
by using the right cut on the hollow
glass fine grinder.

With modern high-brilliance polish, the
discoloured layers are eroded and the
grinding points are brightened. The acid
is completely washed away and purified.

Up to 70 different product series are
packaged each day, and wend their
way to glass lovers all over the world.

Everything begins with
the careful selection of
raw materials.

Man and his skill are at
the centre of the manufacturing process.

An ancient tradition
lives on — here in the
“Bohemian method”.

A feel for the material
and a critical eye are all
part of our strict quality
control measures.

At the Weiden facility, the
future has already begun.

Rational production
ensures success and
increases quality.

Each piece of lead
crystal from
Nachtmann
is imbued with passion — and that’s
also why we handle
our creations so
lovingly.

The finishing touches —
the brilliance of the
lead crystal is the result
of careful processing.

Our path
Series-produced beauty —
state-of-the-art production
methods ensure maximum
quality.

Modern mass production and fascinating craftsmanship, state-ofthe-art technology and aesthetically-appealing forms are just some
of the many facets of glass and its manufacture.
Since the start of the last century, the development and evolution
of F. X. Nachtmann Bleikristallwerke GmbH have been closely
linked with the developmental history of glass manufacturing and
processing.
Back in 1912, Nachtmann smelted the first lead crystal in Neustadt
and Riedlhütte, and also introduced high-brilliance polishing at the
same time. The company took on a leading role in environmental
protection a few years later by installing neutralisation plants for its
waste water purification systems. But that still isn’t enough. Over
the next few years, the conventional pot smelting furnaces were
replaced with energy-saving gas and electric tank furnaces and the
production line will be extensively automated.
At the start of the 1980s, Nachtmann produced over 15 million items
of lead crystal and was the first lead crystal glassworks in Europe
to establish the eco-friendly polishing method using fluorosulphuric
acid. The company has won countless environmental awards, including the Environment Medal from the Bavarian State Government.
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Lead crystal series from
Nachtmann have one thing
in common, no matter how
different they are — their
perfection.

One of the next milestones in our company’s history is the plant in
Weiden. Europe’s most state-of-the-art glass factory primarily uses
electrical energy, a method which is the most cost-effective and
environmentally friendly of our time. And it is partly due to this that
our export quota has risen to over 41 %.
The success also encompasses the newly-acquired Amberg crystal
glass factory. In 1997, it made a clear profit for the first time in
30 years. This was mainly due to the success of the “Vivendi” glass
series, over thirty million pieces of which have already been sold
since its market launch.
The most recent example of Nachtmann’s brilliant expertise is
shown by the fact that, in 2001, the company was hitherto the only
company in the lead crystal and crystal glass industry to be certified in accordance with DIN ISO 14001. It was honoured for its
environmental commitment following the setup and introduction
of an environment management system.
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What we are today
Glass represents imagination, art, technology, culture, history and
modernity. And just as the shapes, colours and variations on a
theme of glass are so diverse, so also are the glassmakers and glass
refiners who make it.
Originally an independent company on the market, Nachtmann has
expanded all its areas of business over the course of time, and is
now part of the Nachtmann GmbH association of companies.
This association includes, in addition to Nachtmann, the Spiegelau
crystal glass factory, Green House GmbH, Kristallglasfabrik Amberg
GmbH & Co. KG and the overseas subsidiary Nachtmann U.S.A.

Nachtmann takes you out
to dance. When elegance
meets passion. A glass
like a dance.

Nachtmann’s 1,650-strong workforce is devoted to the artistic and
craftsmanship-focussed processing of the fine-grade material lead
crystal. During production, the emphasis lies on maximum quality,
the purest raw materials and pioneering, particularly eco-friendly
technology. The result is eye-catching glass creations whose flawlessness can be appreciated by all the senses. Glass from Nachtmann
impresses thanks to its unique brilliance, lingering sound and the
meaningful weight of lead crystal.
For 170 years, the family-owned company Nachtmann has earned
a reputation far and wide as the manufacturer of top-quality and
traditional lead crystal in contemporary forms and exceptional
diversity.
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Where we see ourselves tomorrow
The idea is just the beginning — only when the idea
becomes reality can something lasting be created.

Our passion for the material, economic might and the courage to
innovate all embody the potential of Nachtmann GmbH.
Nachtmann combines all the forces required to produce a dynamism
that embraces creativity, production technology and business
management — and it is these qualities that will help safeguard
the group’s position as the industry’s pacesetter well into the new
millennium.
With a combination of powerful product values, a competitive corporate size and a special brand of emotionality, Nachtmann creates
the credibility that a company needs when its declared mission is
to enhance the quality of life.
All entrepreneurial and creative processes are influenced by the
inner needs of each individual employee, to create joy in stylish
lifestyles with the superlative sparkle of lead crystal.
With its stylish lead crystal products, Nachtmann enhances life.
With this vision on board, Nachtmann has set sail for new shores
in the lead crystal glass industry, in order to set the standard in
terms of product and design quality.
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